The “Wait... THAT’S How You Say It?” Word List
A guide to tricky words that don’t look the way they sound

15 Tricky Words Every Young Writer Should Know
1) Hyperbole (hy-PER-buh-lee) — an exaggerated statement meant for effect.

2) Epitome (eh-PIT-uh-mee) — the perfect example of something.

3) Segue (SEG-way) — to move smoothly from one topic to another.
4) Debris (duh-BREE) — scattered pieces of waste or remains.

5) Chaos (KAY-oss) — complete confusion or disorder.

6) Aisle (EYE-ul) — a walkway between rows.

7) Subtle (SUT-ul) — delicate or hard to notice.

8) Colonel (KER-nul) — a military rank.

9) Yacht (YOT) — a large, fancy boat.

10) Island (EYE-land) — land surrounded by water.

11) Honest (ON-ist) — truthful; the “h” is silent.

12) Bureau (BYUR-oh) — a chest of drawers OR an office/agency.
13) Faux (FOH) — fake or made to look real.

14) Quay (KEY) — a platform beside water where ships load or unload.
15) Rendezvous (RON-day-voo) — a planned meeting.

Bonus Tricky Words (For Extra-Confident Writers)
1) Chassis (CHASS-ee) — the base frame of a car or machine.

2) Regime (ruh-ZHEEM) — a government system or a way of doing things.

3) Gauge (GAYJ) — to measure or estimate something.

4) Victuals (VIT-uhlz) — food or supplies (the “c” and “t” sound nothing like they look!).
5) Queue (KYOO) — a line of people or things waiting their turn.



